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Welcome to the May-June 2014 edition of Mortdale Matters.

We start the issue with some sad news, long time club member of AMRA NSW and NSWGR Illawarra
icon Fred Stell has passed away after having a fall on Thursday the 8th of May while getting supplies
for our clubrooms. His funeral was held at the Southern Chapel of Woronora Crematorium, Sutherland
on Friday 16th of May 2014. Fred was a true character that will be missed by all; our condolences go
out to his family.

Our Sydney Model Railway Exhibition is only a few months away. A lot of time and effort is going into
the event, and in order for the exhibition to thrive it is vital for everyone including club members,
friends and family to share the news about the event, including dates; times; what's there; attractions;
etc.

Its a great family day out for all — not just the enthusiast — with prototypical layouts, kids’ layouts,
hands-on activities, demonstrations, DIY’s, U-Drive layout and a ride on Thomas the Tank Engine!!

Brochures and printed flyers will be out within the next few months, to be handed out to groups
including sporting or community groups, friends and especially handed out to local businesses such as
your local coffee shops.

Our exhibition flyer can be downloaded and then printed from:

http://www.amransw.asn.au/exhibition/A4-Liverpool%202014.pdf

You can now LIKE us on Facebook. Facebook postings have started and we will supply news as it
comes to hand along with photographs. If you're not on Facebook but you know someone who is, let
them know about our page:

We always welcome contributions; further
information follows on the next page. Just try,
you will be surprised.

Until next issue,
Mark Dalli
Editor

Glenn Percival
Assistant Editor

RIGHT: The AMRA NSW Clubrooms set up ready for
April Open Day, seen here from Kurranulla on the HO
Stoney Creek layout. (Andrew Murphy)

FRONT PAGE: A NSWPTC 'red rattler' on SETS ‘Museum’ layout. (Mahika Ly)

BACK PAGE: A man on the platform takes his young son up to see the driver of QRN’s CLF1 on BM7 during Hunter Valley
Steamfest 2009. (Liam Brundle)
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Submissions and Subscriptions

With so much continually happening at our Clubrooms, its easy for something to slip through the
cracks. Mortdale Matters especially needs photos of Branch activities/events, members’ models and
covers; however any prototype photos or information will be considered for use as space permits.
Email mmatters.amransw@yahoo.com.au, or leave a disc in the Journal pigeonhole in the office,
with the photo and a brief description.

All submissions must be original material, i.e. photos that you've taken or articles that you have
written, and are published at MC's discretion.

Mortdale Matters is an e-newsletter, meaning simply that it is electronic news. To subscribe please
send an email request to our Publicity Officer, Philip Lee, at pjlee@iinet.net.au. Please note that the
file can exceed several MB; and that Adobe 8.0 (PDF 1.7) or later compatibility is required, to
minimise file size. Mortdale Matters is also available online from the AMRA NSW website.

If you do not have capable internet or email, please contact the Secretary to have a B&W printed copy
available for you to collect from our clubrooms. Please note that this service is only available for those
without capable internet.

The deadline for the July 2014 issue is 10 July 2014
Branch Officers/Contacts 2014

ELECTED President

Management \jce President
Committee Secretary

Treasurer

Exhibition Manager

Publicity Officer
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Mortdale Matters Editor

Auctioneers
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Australian Model Railway Association (NSW) Inc presents...

(5 THE2014
SYDNEY MODEL
RAILWAY EXHIBITION

OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND

4th, 5th & 6th October « Sat & Sun 9am-5pm « Mon 9am-4pm
WHITLAM LEISURE CENTRE - Memorial Avenue, Liverpool

Adults $14

Children $7

Seniors $10

Family $35

(2 adults/2 children)
Multi-Day

$28

Exhibition details at.... www.sydneymodelrailwayexhibition.com
or exhibamransw@optusnet.com.au
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- Vale Fred Stell -

Fred joined the Australian Model Railway Association on the 14th December 1986 as Member Number
3857 and was soon active in the NSW Branch clubrooms at Rockdale, continuing from that day on as
a willing worker for the Branch.

Fred was awarded a Meritorious Award in 1992 for his continuing efforts and his support of the
Branch and his fellow members.

He would always do anything to help in the routine of the Clubrooms whether it be cleaning, sweeping
floors, or any task that he was able to handle; or making a cup of tea, becoming our tea man from
very early days, as Fred always liked his cup of tea.

As Fred was both an engine driver and fireman in the NSWG Railways, he brought his expertise and
knowledge of all things railway to the hobby of model railways, in particular his ongoing operation of
the Control Panel of the HO layout in the Rockdale clubrooms, to which many of our older members
will testify; also his expertise again later on the ‘0’ Gauge layout at our Mortdale clubrooms operating
and shunting the formidable Davies Branch terminus.

Fred was the Morning and (Mark Dalli)
Afternoon tea man at our
Annual Model Railway
Exhibitions for many years. I
think he enjoyed this position
as always could find time to
talk to someone and find out
what commercial stand had
the best bargains, but then
Fred most times seemed to be
always able to find these
before the exhibition began.

’ i

Fred will be sadly missed by
many members. We will miss
his stories of his many years in
the NSW Railways, he was
always early to open up the
Clubrooms, wusually with a
bottle of milk in hand.

As a fairly regular attendee he set up the tea and coffee trolley for morning and afternoon teas and
lunch time, he paid particular attention to the Ladies of AMRA by waiting on them at their Needles and
Natter meeting days.

Fred, may you Rest in Peace.

Alan Cross
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N Gauge Layout

The control panel for Dine-on Yard has been wired and is ready for installation; there are still some
wires and relays that need to be removed and other wires installed before the panel can be swapped.
There are another six Peco point motors that need to be changed over to Tortoise motors before we
can do the exchange.

David Bennett
N Gauge layout Coordinator

ABOVE: Ash Garrard, Richard Sinton and Kevin Higgiinson operate the N gauge layout. (Glenn Percival)

ortdale Building

Our clubroom fire extinguishers have been inspected and tested, in addition the emergency lighting has
been tested so that we can lodge our annual fire safety statement with Hurstville City Council.

David Bennett
Mortdale Building Manager
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o Stoney Creek

“PIZZA DISCUSSIONS”
(HO FIXED LAYOUT — STONEY CREEK)
19.5.2014, 9394 HOURS OF OPERATION
Deawy Down Yard /

Programming on #3 PLC has been completed and
tested for Deawy Down Local Yard.

Over the Easter weekend the cutover to the Deawy
Down Local panel was done. The cutover and
testing was completed by 12:00 midday on the
Saturday. Thanks to a small team who worked well
together and completed the task in just over two (2)

hours. ABOVE: Robert Merrick, with the assistance of Ken
Auchterlonie, wires one of the CTCC panels for Deawy.
Control Centre (CTCC) BELOW: The first train to run on DCC, with Philip Lee at the

controls of the radio cab and Alan Cross as the observer.

Tiles 4a and 4b have been installed and the (both Glenn Percival)

indicating LEDs for about half the points and all
block occupancy have been activated.

Deawy entry/exit on Tile 1la, 2a and 3a is well &
advanced and is expected to be cut over before the |
end of May.

Deawy Up Yard local panel population and wiring | -
has started.

Read tiles 5b and 6b are being worked on now. Tile
5b and 6b are the most heavily wired tiles on the
CTCC board.

General

Seven (7) years ago a hour run meter was installed
on Stoney Creek.

As of Sunday 18/05/2014, 9394 hours of operation
have elapsed.

On average Stoney Creek operates 1342 hours a
year, that is 3.67 hours every day for seven (7)E&
years on average. Sunday running and a lot of work | |
going on would have elevated this up from last year. |

o ABOVE: The first train to be tracked on Power Section
Denis Gilmore Down11, aka Fayenton Bank, in the CTCC (train is the red
Stoney Creek layout Coordinator light on blue piece of track). (Mark Dalli)
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o Gauge Layouts

O Gauge Fixed Layout

April saw another Open Day with a lot
of favourable comments from visitors
on how well the layout is looking.
Thank you to Lance Pickering for
supervising the layout on the day and
the clean up prior, and to all who &
helped. A good day was had by all.

After the purchase of new

auxiliary items, Maurie Haynes and
Ihor Hinczak are in the process of @
installing these items, which will bring
the outer |ayout up to full power A typical Open Day crowd with the 0 gauge team hard at work! (Mark Dalli)

again.

The plans for stage 3 of the Universal track have now been finalised and presented to the Management
Committee for approval, once given work will commence on the Hoganvale side of the layout.

Gordon Wallace
O Gauge Layout Coordinator

O Gauge Exhibition Layout Report

Work will recommence on the exhibition layout soon, the 0 gauge committee meet yesterday to talk
about details on the layouts including the members and their efforts on both layouts.

Lance Pickering
0 Gauge Exhibition Layout Coordinator

Colin Shepherd, Roger Chin, Lance Pickering, club president Alan Cross and Philip Lee discuss the progress on the O gauge
exhibition layout. (Mark Dalli)
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embers Gallery

ABOVE: CLF1 and LDPO0O01 slow to a halt at High Street station, awaiting the signal to proceed through Maitland and onto
the North Coast line, towards its final destination of Brisbane on April 19, 2009. Another shot of this train, with the human
element and under lovely afternoon conditions, is on the back cover. (Liam Brundle)

WANTED!!

EXHIBITION
MANAGER-IN-TRAINING

Ever wondered what it takes to stage Australia’s oldest model railway exhibition?

Looking for a challenge in your hobby?

YOUR CLUB WANTS YOU

Develop skills working with an experienced team

For more information
please contact
Alan Cross

exhibamransw@optusnet.com.au
www.sydneymodelrailwayexhibition.com
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AMRA NSW Branch Inc. Programme - June to July 2014

JUNE

Wed 4th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri 6th Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat  7th Layout Operation (see Notes) 10am until late
Sun 8th General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 4pm
Mon 9th Public Holiday — Layout Operation (see Notes) 10am until 5pm
Wed 11th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri 13th Layout Operation (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm

Sat 14th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes)
- Ladies Needles & Natter (2 pm) & Monthly Forum (3:30 pm) 10am until late

Sun 15th Stoney Creek Work Day No Facility Fee  10am until finished
Wed 18th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri  20th Layout Operation — Australian Steam / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat 21st Layout Operation (see Notes) 10am until late
Sun 22nd General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 4pm
Wed 25th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri 27th Train Maintenance and Testing Night 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat 28th Layout Operation (see Notes) - Ladies Needles & Natter (2 pm) 10am until late
JULY

Wed 2nd “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri 4th Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat  5th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes) 10am until late
Wed Oth “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri ~11th Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm

Sat 12th Layout Operation (see Notes) - Ladies Needles & Natter (2 pm) & Monthly Forum (3:30 pm)
10am until late

Sun 13th General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 4pm
Wed 16th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri ~ 18th Layout Operation — U.K. / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat 19th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes) 10am until late
Sun 20th Stoney Creek Work Day No Facility Fee  10am until finished
Wed 23rd “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm

Fri ~ 25th Train Maintenance and Testing Night 7:30pm until 10pm
Sat 26th Layout Operation (see Notes) - Ladies Needles & Natter (2 pm) 10am until late
Sun 27th General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 4pm
Wed 30th “Daylighters” - General Activities (see Notes) 10am until 5pm
NOTES

WORK NIGHTS: every Monday night, please check with the appropriate layout supervisor, 7:30pm until 10pm,
No Facility Fee

LAYOUT OPERATION: O and N Gauges operational, HO (fixed) as permitted during construction

STRUCTURED RUNNING: Sequenced or timetabled operation as organised for each layout

GENERAL ACTIVITIES: the facilities may be used as permitted e.g. layout construction, some running,
modelling, library, etc

Members Facility Fee unless otherwise indicated:  Adults $6, Juniors/Seniors (70+) $3.

Guests are welcome unless otherwise indicated

This program may be subject to change without notice where necessary. Updated programmes available from
the Clubrooms or from website.

Address: 48 Barry Avenue (PO Box 277), Mortdale NSW 2223 - Phone (02) 9153-5901, Fax (02) 9153-5905
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sydney-Model-Railway-Exhibition/395627020547032?fref=ts
http://www.amransw.asn.au/calendar/index.html
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