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From the editor: Welcome to the May 2012 edition of Mortdale Matters. 
 

Itôs only a matter of time until our 50th Anniversary Exhibition strikes us. I cannot wait! There is an 

enormous amount of work to be done before the great event; one of them is spreading the news 

about the exhibition, the more people that know about it the greater the success the days will be. 

Let your family, friends even ñFacebookò friends know about the exhibition including date, time and 

location. This year we hope to bring a massive 90+ layouts and trade stands to the exhibition.  
 

We had our Open Weekend on the 31st March and the 1st of April 2012, unfortunately the crowd 

turnout wasn't flash hot, but the weekend was good in the way that we showcased our great club 

to the public and that several membership applications were taken home! To read more about the 

Open Weekend read pages 12 and 13. We can hope for a solid crowd at the October ñOpen Dayò, 

dates of which will be announced shortly.  
 

That's all for this edition, till next time.  
 

Keep safe and happy modelling, 

Mark Dalli 

AMRA NSW Mortdale Matters editor 

Cover: 3526 stops for a crew change on the layout ñOdd Wallsò by ñGeoff Smallò at the 2011 

Sydney Model Railway Exhibition. 

PHOTO by Maikha Ly  

Back cover: The óSydney Special Children's Christmas Partyô train to Rosehill Gardens as 4501 

assists on the rear of the train as it passes under the F4 freeway on the Carlingford line.  

PHOTO by David Lane 

 
An Australian National 

GM class sits on the 
layout "Barcoola" 
based in South 

Australia in the 1990s 
era. Photo captured 
at the Sydney Model 

Railway Exhibition 
2011. 

 

PHOTO by 

Maikha Ly  
 

The deadline for submitting material for the July 2012  issue is strictly 15th June 2012  
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Submitting to Mortdale Matters  
With so much continually happening at our Clubrooms, its easy for something to slip through the 
cracks. Mortdale Matters especially needs photos! The main focus will always be on Branch activities 

and events, however any prototype photos or information will be considered. If you have a photo 
send it in, even if you don't think it will be published in the next issue just try, you'll be surprised. 
Just leave a disk/CD in the Journal pigeonhole in the office or send me an email at 

mdalli.mmatters@gmail.com  with the photo and a brief description of the photo. The image size 
does not need to be larger than 1024 x 768.  

I must emphasise that ALL submissions must be original material, i.e. photos that youôve taken 
yourself or articles that you have written yourself.  
Material is published in Mortdale Matters at the Committeeôs discretion. 

Subscribing to Mortdale Matters 
Mortdale Matters is an e-newsletter. That simply means that it is electronic news. To subscribe to 
this e-newsletter please send an email to our Publicity Officer Philip Lee at pjlee@iinet.net.au  to 
let him know that you would like this sent to you. The file is sent via email and is around 2.5 - 3.5 

MB and anyone can get this sent to them. A reminder that Mortdale Matters is not put up on the 
internet until some time after email copies go out. If you do not have capable internet or email you 
can pick up a hard copy at the clubrooms. If you cannot pick up a copy at the clubrooms, or do not 

have email, contact Philip to have Mortdale Matters posted to you. 

Branch Officers 2012/Contacts 
ELECTED President Barry Wilcockson president@amransw.asn.au 

Vice President David Bennett vicepresident@amransw.asn.au 

Secretary Geoff Lanham secretary@amransw.asn.au 

Treasurer Marilyn Wilcockson treasurer@amransw.asn.au 

Exhibition Manager Alan Cross exhibamransw@optusnet.com.au 

Publicity Officer Philip Lee pjlee@iinet.net.au 

Junior Development Officer Rod Fussell juniordev@amransw.asn.au 

    

APPOINTED  Journal Sub-Editor Rod Fussell subeditor@amransw.asn.au 

Auctioneers Denis Gilmore / Alan Tonks   

Building Manager David Bennett vicepresident@amransw.asn.au 

Librarians John Smythe  

Fred Stell 

Exhibition Roster Clerk TBA TBA rosterclerk@amransw.asn.au 

Historian June Larmour historian@amransw.asn.au 

Webmaster David Bennett vicepresident@amransw.asn.au 

    

LAYOUT O Scale Maurie Haynes  

SUB-
COMMITTEE  

N Scale David Bennett ngauge@amransw.asn.au 

CO-
ORDINATORS  

Stoney Creek (HO fixed) Denis Gilmore stoneycreek@amransw.asn.au 

 East Matelend (HO Exhibition) Barry Wilcockson president@amransw.asn.au 

 U-Drive Bill Whale udrive@amransw.asn.au 

 O Scale Exhibition Lance Pickering   
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The suburban layout ñElectric Car Shedsò on show at the ñ49th Sydney Model Railway Exhibitionò. 

PHOTO by Maikha Ly 

A Union Pacific 6900 loco sits in the shed on the N scale layout. 

PHOTO by Mark Dalli 
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MAY 
Wed 2nd ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 

Fri 4th Layout Operation / 24 Hour Running  / Structured Running (see Notes) 7pm until é 
Sat 5th Layout Operation / 24 Hour Running  / Structured Running ï cont from Friday night (see Notes) 
   Breakfast available  until late Saturday 
Wed 9th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 

Fri 11th Feature Night  ï TBA... if not possible General Activities  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 12th Layout Operation (see Notes) & Monthly Forum   10am until late  
   Ladies Needles & Natter   2pm 
Sun 13th General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 

Wed 16th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 18th Layout Operation ï American  / Structured Running (see Notes)  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 19th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes)  10am until late  

Sun 20th Stoney Creek Work Day - Layout Construction No Facility Fee 10am until finished 
Wed 23rd ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 25th Train Maintenance and Testing Night  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 26th Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  

Sun 27th General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 
Wed 30th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
 

JUNE 

Fri 1st Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes)  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 2nd General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes)  10am until late  
Wed 6th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 8th Feature Night  ï TBA... if not possible General Activities  7:30pm until 10pm  

Sat 9th Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  
   Ladies Needles & Natter   2pm 
Sun 10th General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 
Mon 11th Public Holiday  ï Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 

Wed 13th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 15th Layout Operation ï Electric Traction  / Structured Running (see Notes) 7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 16th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes) & Monthly Forum  10am until late  

Sun 17th Stoney Creek Work Day - Layout Construction No Facility Fee 10am until finished 
Fri 22nd Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes)  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 23rd Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  
Sun 24th General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 

Fri 29th Train Maintenance and Testing Night  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 30th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes)  10am until late  
 

JULY 

Wed 4th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 6th Layout Operation / Structured Running (see Notes)  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 7th Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  
Sun 8th General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 

Wed 11th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 13th Feature Night  ï TBA... if not possible General Activities  7:30pm until 10pm  
Sat 14th General Activities / Layout Construction (see Notes) & Monthly Forum  10am until late  
   Ladies Needles & Natter   2pm 

Sun 15th Stoney Creek Work Day - Layout Construction No Facility Fee 10am until finished 
Wed 19th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 20th Layout Operation ï European  / Structured Running (see Notes)  7:30pm until 10pm  

Sat 21st Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  
Sun 22nd General Activities (see Notes) No Pre -paid   10am until 4pm 
Wed 25th ñDaylightersò - General Activities (see Notes)  10am until 5pm 
Fri 27th Train Maintenance and Testing Night  7:30pm until 10pm  

Sat 28th Layout Operation (see Notes)  10am until late  
 

NOTES 
WORK NIGHTS: every Monday night, please check with the appropriate layout supervisor, 7:30pm until 10pm, No Facility Fee 
LAYOUT OPERATION: O and N Gauges operational, HO (fixed) as permitted during construction  
STRUCTURED RUNNING: Sequenced or timetabled operation as organised for each layout 
GENERAL ACTIVITIES: the facilities may be used as permitted e.g. layout construction, some running, modelling, library, etc  
Members Facility Fee unless otherwise indicated: Adults $6, Juniors/Seniors (70+) $3. 

Guests are welcome unless otherwise indicated 
This program may be subject to change without notice where necessary.  Updated programmes available from the Clubrooms, or 

from www.amransw.asn.au  
Address: 48 Barry Avenue (PO Box 277), Mortdale NSW 2223 - Phone (02) 9153-5901, Fax (02) 9153-5905 

http://www.amra.nsw.asn.au
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The replacement program for the Cobalt point motors to Tortoise point motors has started; we 

hope to have replaced all ten motors during the next week. The scenery in the Leafton area is 

receiving attention at the moment.  
 

David Bennett 

N Scale Layout Coordinator 

Kevin works on constructing plaster formations on the new extension for the N scale layout.   

A scene showing the detail on the N scales Layout. 

PHOTOS by Mark Dalli 
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Graeme Shade works ñEast Matelendò on a quite Wednesday morning. Note the new lighting and its 

overall effect on the layout.  

PHOTO by Mark Dalli 

ñEast Matelendò was unpacked from its storage racks and set up a couple of weeks prior to the 

open weekend. This was to enable the layout to be test run and to allow time to manufacture a 

lighting system. When the layout was purchased from the Epping Model Railway Club it came 

without the lighting pelmet as it is a multi_layout pelmet used on all their layouts.  
 

It was decided to make lights using 20mm grey plastic conduit and 50 watt 12 volt downlights. A 

description of how to build the lights is given in issue 11 of Australian Journal of Railway Modelling. 

The article is written by Jonathan Hilliard of the Illawarra Model Railway Association, who developed 

the system for his clubôs layouts ñKelly Riverò and ñWaterfallò and David Loweôs "Eskbank". 
 

It was calculated that thirteen lights were required to give a good coverage to ñEast Matelendò. The 

conduit was purchased and cut to length and then Marilyn and I bent each piece to shape on a 

bending jig made of a length of MDF, a 4 litre paint can and a tuna can. The bends were achieved 

using a heat gun and a conduit bending spring. Once the conduit was bent the gooseneck end was 

counterbored to receive the downlight socket. A length of figure 8 cable, long enough to reach the 

transformer, was soldered to the socket wiring and the socket was then glued in place with Araldite.  
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PHOTOS on page 9 by Mark Dalli 

A trial mounting system was 

assembled at home using a piece of 

70 x 19mm pine running the length 

of the bottom of a module with  

pieces of 42 x 19mm pine attached 

using T halving joints reaching to the 

top of the backscene board to form 

the light supports.  Suitable conduit 

fittings were purchased and modified 

to mount the conduit light fitting on 

the timber mounting bracket. The 

bracket with lights was test fitted to 

the layout and the lights were turned 

on. The difference with lights was 

remarkable and the mounting 

system appeared satisfactory. This 

was the Saturday before the open 

weekend. Robert Merrick and 

Graeme Shade jumped in and looked 

after purchasing the timber for the 

remaining 4 mounting brackets and 

then cut the joints and assembled 

them. Geoff Lanham and I 

purchased the conduit fittings and 

modified them so that they were 

ready for use. Geoff then mounted 

the downlight transformers on 3 

pieces of plywood, each with a 

power board to plug the 

transformers in to. By that night we 

started to mount the lights on the 

modules using coach bolts and wing 

nuts. The lights were terminated on 

the transformers and the layout 

began to come to life.  
 

Once the lighting was sorted out it 

was time to consider the running 

quality of the track after a long 

storage time. The track was cleaned 

and trains were test run over the 

layout. Everything worked as 

expected and the layout was now 

ready for the open weekend. 
 

Barry Wilcockson 


